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85 Othing: ever trick me more ide 4 9 8 
1 Saying of the great Duke of ebau s; 
| The abſolute Reign of Favourites | i js the : 


Ini of, a State Which, however, common it. 
may appear to be, receives a Sanctiol from ſuch 1 
an illpſtrious Pen, and obtains the. Authority of 
Nr Hiſtory-is fall of Examples to prove 
it; and Hiſtorians ſeem to handle no Part of it 
with ſo much Pleaſure as the Fall of Favourites. / 
| 'It would, however, . be very unreaſonable to de- 
prive princes of the Privileges of Nature; the 
Liberty of their Paſſions; and the Choice of their. 
Friends; which has ſometimes, tho' very rarely, ; 
been that of their Poeple; as it-will always be 
when good and wiſe Princes govern, How hap- 
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wards? Always chooſing ſuch as were Eminenk 
for their high Qualities in Arts of Peace and 
War: And when he had ioſen, he could ſee 3 
their Faults as well as their Merit; blaming often, 


Vet where ſhall we find two Perſons, in Ancient 
or Modern Story, ſo deſerying the: ood Grates 


ever liv'd under. 5 


— CE ts — 
2 I ' 


be the Cauf Ty as much Good as Evil in a Go- 
vernment ; and are not therefore hurtful of - 


blindly to them, in the diſpoſal of their Friend-' - þ 


good Princes being much more rare than bad, 
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p was the 2 Empire i in | the Friendſhips of "A 


56, 


into bis Faveur; nor reſhly difearded-him: afters- 8 


as Suetonius telus, Agrippa, fof bis want F Pa- 


as for hit want of Taciturnity. 


tience, and 


of their 3 ? Whoſe Wiſdom was 2 ö 


more conſpicuous for that of his fade ; * 
Valour anc Victori ies of the one; the aa and af 
LA 


Politenefs of the other; The Moderation 


Humanity of both, were not ſome of the leaſt 
Bleſſings of that Reign; : the happieſt che Romany W 


By this ſtan e ls evident, [Favourites way 


themſelves. However, conſidering Princes are Ft 
but Men, and as much expo d to the Tyranny 94 

of their Paſſions as others; tis but too much 
to be fear d, they will often give themſelves up 


ſhip, as all bad Princes are ſure: to do; and 
Il: Favourites: have been ſo frequent, that the 


very Name is now become odiovs. We need 
not look farther: into Hiſtory, than that of 


Auguſtus's immediate Succeſſor, Tiberius, under 

whom the Romans began firſt to feel in earneſt 

the difference between the Condition of a F res 
Wen * r of N „„ : 


! 3x W 


Imperor's Pavour, were 
nh 9 neither the” Vertnes nor Abilities of the 


EN f nave a 
| (tory, in the Lives of Edward the Second, and 


nde two Men who bel Week in this yy 
Sejanus and Piſo, who- | 


o former Favourites. Their Wiſdom they 


: % ppi "4 with Craft, and their Zeal with Flat- 5 


| ery, _ They ſtudy'd the Paſſions of their Ma- 
ter, and not the Intereſt of his Subjects. Their 


: Fraud and Axarice were as great as their Am- | 


A bition ; and their pride and Crnelty without 
RBounds. By theſe Germanicus and the beſt Men 


: j of Rome fell into Diſgrace: And tis ſaid of Ti- Sat a 
- Perius, That he did not raiſe Sejanus out of any Vit. Th 


xtraor dinary Kindneſs for bim, but to make uſe f 

K him as an Inſtrument to deſtroy thoſe be bated, But 
Lwe have Examples of the ſame Nature, that 

a nearer relation to vs. And our own 


FRichard the Second, furniſhes us with ſufficient 

. of Reflection on the danger of if} Fa- 
Fyourites, both to States and themſelves. Read- 
Sag" lately Sir Robert Howard's admirable Hiſtory 


n 1 the Reigns gf thoſe two Princes, I could not 


hp dipping deeper into the Lives and For- 
| 1 es of the two Prime Miniſters who then 
ruPd this Kingdom, and brovght both Kings 


1 and People into the utmoſt Miſery: Which, 


according to Sir Robert's Reflections in his pre- 
face could not be otherwiſe, The, parting with 


Power to Miniſters and Favourites, ſays he, ever 
did, and ever will, breed a diſtruſt in the People, | 
2 to ſhake all Confidence in their Prince. And 
P tis bat natural it ſhould have ſo fatal an Operation, 

/ince the true Intereſt of a King differs totally from 
theirs, His beſt and ſecureſt Happineſs is founded 
on the Peoples Good; their Intereſt and Ambition 


rat be fuppy'd by their Oppreſſion,, This is the ſel 


Jon 


\ 


| ordinary Baron in Herefordſhire,roſe ſo high in his; E 


. not do em greater Honour than to bring their 


0 


1 # 


17 their Peo Pa Foy inveſt 
| Power, and ee and 1 2 oo rea 25 | 
are. but fem Stories that have given an Account of. 
4 Prince ſo reſign d to hers, hoe have Kikewiſe told 4 
of bis Misfortunc involeꝰd in ' theirs, 1 
Jo purſne the Order .of Chronolop y, I hall 4 
begin this Treatiſe with the Life of the Firſt | 
Earl Mortimer; who, from the Quality of an 


Queen's Favour, that it has left as great a Blot on 
her Memory, as his Vices have on his own. 

The Name of Mortimer is as old in England as 
the Con veſt, and ſo many of our Families owe' 
their Belbentt to che Followers of the Norman, that 
tho the Ara is nat very old, compar'd with 
the German Genealogies, of which we ought to be 
more Prond; yet the beſt of them think, you can- 


Anceſtors in with the Conqueror, which bas 
occaſion'd the Spoiling a great many good old 
Saxon Names, and turning them into Frexcb: as 
for Inſtance, , if my Name was Greenfield 100 
Years ago, and Fortune ſhould be kinder to me 
than ſhe was to my Anceſtors, I would preſently. 
deduce my Origin from Granville in Normandy, 
and Aſſign the Founder of our Hpuſe ſome Prin- Y 
ipal Poſt in the Baſtards Army. And if I had 
either of the two Names which are now in my 
Head, how eaſily could I derive the one from. 
a Marſchal of France, and the other from a Firſt. | | 
| 


Preſident of the Parliament of Paris. Tho” the 
one is Originally Welch, and the other Saxon 2 
For tis a hard matter when a Perſon Arrives to 
exalted Stations and Dignities, if he cannot by 
Father 8 ſide or Mother 5 ſide, croud himſelf into 
ſome c 


a 


his 


ON; Where is one Godfrey de la Bruyere, whom all the 
_ FE bronicles of France place among the Men of the 
, S$Jizbeſt Rank, that follow'd Godfrey de Bouillon 
n his Conqueſt of the Holy Land: And this God- 
rey ſhall then be the Man from whom, I am diſ- 
ended in a Direct Line. By the ſame means all 
the Mortimers in England, from the Cobler to 
tte Count, if we had one of that Name, might 
Sptetend to be deſcended from Him who came in 
with William rhe Firſt, and claim an Allyance 

with the Dukes of Mortemar in France: I take 
; Frhe Liberty to digreſs, that being allowable in 
* Ewriting Lives, which would be an Offence to 
Irhe Severity of General Hiſtory. ?Tis certain 
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wid ſome Family or other of a better Figure than his 


t of f 
told 2 1 | . C1 r 8 * Wo 
Pgnds out for Him. Which puts me in mind of a 
hall 
irſt 
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Fown, and by Changing a Letter or two of his 


ame, Entitle himſeif to the Honours the Herald 


Paſſage in Ia Bruyere, in the Chapter of Certain 
toms : IT here declare it openly, ſays he, and deſire 
all Men to take notice of it, that one may wonder 


f bis Care, if ever I happen to ”” ake my Fortune, 


there were many Conſiderable Perſons. of the 
| Family of Mortimer, before Edmund and Roger, 


Jin the Reign of Edward the Firſt, Father and 
' ZUnkle to Roger Mortimer, whoſe Life I have un- 
dertaken to Write, and his Deſcent by the Fa- 
Af ther's ſide, being more Honourable than that 
Aby the Mother, I ſhall take my Choice as others 
have done on other Occaſions, and Speak only 


of that which I like belt. He was the Son of 
Edmxnd Mortimer, and Born in the Year 12835, 
the Fourteenth of Edward the Firſt; He was in 


. * 


ther OY. 


the Seventeenth Year of his Age when his Fa- 


— 


The 


p 


| Young Lord Nager Mortimer to Pierce Gaveſton, 


veſton corrupted, the young Prince's Manners; | 
_ Cherie and Riots; of which, one was the break» 


after he took. to Wife Jowr, the Daughter of 
5 of Trim in Ireland. 


Pedition againſt the Stots, to revenge the Mur- 


' otherwiſe, to appear at # eſtminſter, and receive 3 
the Order of Rnighthood. At the Day ap- 


poisted, 300 Gentlemen, Sons. of Earls, Ba. 

rons and Knights, made their Appearance; and 

the Pri having Knig hted the Prince of Wales, 
the Pl 


The is i : ene 1 Royal | F ero! 7x 
tive at that time, gave the Wardſhip | of . theÞ 


who was a Companion of his Son Edward, Prince | j | 
of Wales; and being highly belov'd by Him, was 
favour d by the Faber, till he perakiyed G 4. 


putting. bim on many Extravagances, .Debau- 


ing into the Lord Treaſurer; the Biſho p of Che; 
feer's, Park: This was Iatolerable, in ner when 
the Temporale of the Clergy were Sacred; and * 
the King was ſo enrag d, that he imptiſon d the 
Prince, and baniſh'd Gaveſton ; who, before his | I 
Exile, "granted Roger Mortimer his Ward-Liber- 1 
ty to marry whom be pleas d; and freed hini 
from his Wardſhip for 2000 Marks. Not long 


Pater de Cenevile, Son of Teffery de Gentvile, Lord 


Mertimer way one of the moſt Gallant Noble- 

Rien of his time; and it cannot be doub 5 
but the Court was the Scene of his Youth, - 25 Y 
well as riper Years, He was in his Eighteenth 
Year, when King Edward ptepar'd for an Ex» | 


der of 2 whom he bad taken into his I 
Protection. = 
I order to this, | Proclamation was made for : 

all Perfons qualify'd, by Paternal $ or | 


e gave the — to Roger Hertiner, 
2 


5 _ x <6 6 3. | 
ind . tel that attended, 7 receive it with 
great Solemnity. 

10 '4 He follow'd the King in that Enter prize, 4 p. 
ince Which was almoſt over before he came, the Earl | 1305: 
of Pembroke having routed Bruce, and reduc'd his 

Party, Enemies to cumn and the Baliols, Mor- 
timer, whether out of Fear or Diſguſt, left the 
Arm). without leave. Indeed, his Courage was 
not his moſt diſtinguiſhing Quatiry: And this 
ſo incens'd the King, that he commanded the 
" Sheriffs of Gloceſter, Hereford, Sbropſhire and Staf- 

8 fordſbire, to ſieze bis Lands. However, MHorti- 

mer found means to procure the Mediation of 
Hons Margaret, Aunt to the Princeſs Iſabella 
of France, who marry*d Ki Edward tlie Second; 
and in the following Year all his Lands were re- | 
| ſtor'd to him. 

Edward the Second, About the fame time the- | 
ag ceeded his Father; and in the third Year of his 4. B. 
_ n the Lord Roger Mortimer was made Go- 1309. 
le- vernour of the Caſtle of Bueit in Brecknokſbire. g 
ed; | This King had recall'd Gaveſton; and he renew'd 
2 MF his corrupt Practices: Upon which the Barons 
remonſtrate againſt him, and he is ſent to Ire- 
| Land for a few Months; whence he return'd®.to 
the Poſſeſſion of new Favours, which he put to 
fuch an ill Uſe, that his Tyranny grew intole- 
table, and provok d the Barons not only to 
| threaten the King, but to take Arms againſt him. 
Tis very probable Mortimer, whoſe Ambition 
began early to ſhew it ſelf, lided with the Fa- 
-yourite, in hopes to be one himſelf. For, du- 

Ting theſe Tranſactions, in the-6th Year of this 
King, we find mention made of Moneys exhi- 
bited out of the Exchequer to him, in recom- 
_ of his — in Gaſcoigne for the King's 

B Ser vice. 
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1 0 ag. £2 
© Service. us was in the fatal Battle of Fats: ; 
F bourne, and continu'd 1 in the Scots Wars the four- 
following Years: In the laſt of which, the 11th 
of King Edward, he was made Lord- Juſtice — 5 4 | 
Ireland ;, fo important a Truſt at that time, that 
- It ſhews he was far, advanc'd/ in the King's Fa- x 
vour: For the Ifland. was then invaded by Ed- 
ward Bruce, who had made himſelf Maſter of 4 
good Part of it, and aſſum'd thi Title of King, . 
| Mortimer carry d with him Thirty Eight Knights, 
and took upon him to make Two more upon his 
arrival there: Where being joyn'd by John de 
Birmingham, and Sir Nicholas de Verdon, he clear'd 
the Kingdom of the Lacyes, who put themſelves 
under the Protection of the Scots, But his Feats | 
of Arms make no great Figure in our Hiſtories, 
he being cut out more for a Court than a Camp, 
1 and fitter for Intrigue than Action. Sir John de 
BZBirningbam had the Honour of Knighthood con- 
ferr'd on him by Mortimer, who the next Vear 
engag'd in the Scots Wars, but did nothing in 
them worthy remerobrance. : 
© Before this there had been great Differences - 
between Guy de Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, 
whom Gaveſton us'd to call the Black Dog of 
| Arden, then lately degeas'd, and the Lord 2 
timer, about certain Lands in the Marches of 
Wales, which were made up by a Contract of 
15 Marriage between Henty de Beauchamp, the Earl 
of Warwick's Son, and the Lofd Mortimer's. 
Daughter, which afterwards took effect, the 
Biſhop of Hereford writing to the Pope for a 
Diſpenſation on Account of their Affinity. 

John, Brother to the Lord Roger Mortimer, 
departing this Life, A. D. 1318. che latter bad 
8 of the Mannors of ee and * 

| ooh 
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ton i in the ai of parte 7 


Heir to Sir Jobn de Charlton and the Lady Hawiſe, 


and had himſelf the Inheritance of certain Lands | 
| given him by them, for the good Offices he had 
done them, as alſo the Forreſt of Ucheldre, which 
wy contiguous to his Lordſhip of & edemyn. | 


In the Year 1320. He Marry'd his Son Roger 


Mortimer to Joan, Daughter of the Lord | Ed- 
mund Butler of Ireland, and it appears by Deeds 
executed at Wigmore, that all the Lord Butler's 
Caſtles, and Lands in Ireland were ſetled on Ro- 
= cr the Younger, and his Wife, and the Heirs 

Male of his. Body. Co 


By theſe Alliances; 44 the REY he bag 


made to his Fortune, the Lord Mortimer was 
now become very Powerful, and began to be 
look d upon as one of the Principal Barons. 
As ſuch he was courted to joyn with thoſe Lords, 
who, oppos'd the Arbitrary Goyernment of King 
Edward, and his new Minion, Hugh Spencer the 
| Younger: Occaſi on of Quarrel was eaſily, taken, 


whers 


CC. 


1 as « his next Heir. 


FJobn had obtain'd a Grant of them the ſame 
Fear, in fee Farm paying 10]. a Year' into the 
2 Exchequer. The Lord Mortimer, was now alſo 
conſtituted Lord Juſtice: of Treland a Second | 
time, and raiſing Forces in the Marches, aſſiſted 
Sir John de Charlton Lord of Powis, in right =. 
his Wife Hamiſe, whoſe Marriage the King had 
granted to the Lord Mortimer, againſt Griffith 
Uncle to Hawiſe, who had entered Powis Land 
with a great Force, and committed Exceſſive | 
WF Spoil. But the Lord Mortimer obliged him to 
'- ſubmic after much'Peril, and Trouble, and Re- 
ftor'd the Injur'd Knight, and his Lady to tbe 
peaceable Enjoy ment of their Territories. He 
Marry'd his Daughter Maud to John, Son and 


* 


- Cond 


where ſo little caution. was obſerved in giving -- 
it. But the Pretence made uſe of by the Eari 
of Hereford, and the Mortimers was this; A Tis.” ; 
ron named William Brewes, having waſted his 
Eſtate in Wales, offer d to ſell part of his Inhe- 
ritance to ſeveral Purchaſers, Humphrey de Bohun - | 
Earl of Hereford, obtain d leave of the King ta - 
buy it, and bargain'd for it, it lying near his 
cops Lands on the Borders: The Lord Mortimer, 
and Sir Roger Mortimer his Uncle, for the; me 
. reaſon contracted alſo for it with Sir William 
Brees; not knowing any thing of the Earl of 
Hereford's Bargain: But Hugb Spencer having 
Lands alſo in thoſe Parts, in right of Eleanor 
his Wife, one of the three Siſters, and Coheirs i 
"of Gilbert de' Clare Earl of Glouce fer, obtains. a i 
more Eſpecial Leave of the King, and Buys: it 
out of all their Hands. The Earl of N 
complaining to Thomas Earl of Lancaſter, Son to 
the Earl of Lancaſter, Uncle to the King, a yery | 
Popular Lord to whom all: the Diſcontented re- 
ſorted for Refuge; and the Barons meeting at 
Sbireburn, enter'd into a Confederacy | 
Hugh Spencer and his Father; Swearing not to 
= down their Arms till the Spencers were ba- 
niſh'd. In the mean time the Younger Spencer was | 
ſo far from fearing them that he gave new occaſion 
of Offence; for not contented with his third 
Part of the Lands, of the late Earl of Glouceſter, | 
he attempted to poſſeſs bimſelf by Force of the | 
other two Thirds belonging to his Wives Siſter, 8 
and Invaded the County of Glamorgan; Mare 4 
timer being Aſſiſted by the Earl of Herefard, 
and Sir Roger his Uncle, oppos'd him, took the 
Caſtle of Caerdiff, and ſent Sir George Gorges the 
1 Governor, Prijoker to his Caſtle of H gs 2 
e 


Ts 1 | 3 
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He then 1 all the Adj jacent ", ac un- 
ger his Obedience, and aſpir'd to a Power, which 
egan to give the other Barons a Jealopſy of his 
- | | mbition. And not long after pretending, the 
- Witte of Cionne with all the Lands, and Honours * 


„ Wanex'd to them was his; Be forcibly entered it, 
Q - 0 took Fealty . of the Tenants, tho* the Lord- 
1 ip belong'd to Edmund Fitz. Alen, Earl of 


— whoſe Right to. it haſten d his End, as 
will be feen hereafter.. 
The Lord Mortimer, was one of the 18 wks | 


f Parch'd with the Earls of Lancaſter, Hereford, 
g Ind the Confederated Barons to London, to o- 
5 Ke the King to Baniſh the Spencers; Theſe Ba- 


s Fons were all cloath'd in Green, except their 
Might Hand which was Yellow, to diſtinguiſh 
; Irbemſelves from the Lords of the Court Party, 
Mor rather the Favourites Faction, which was 
 WMforc'd to ſubmit ;+ and the King by an, EdiQ, 
ZPubliſh'd in Weſtminſter-bal, by the Earl of Here» 
rad, Baniſh'd the Spencers the Kingdom. The 
Confederated Barons, notwithſtanding this 
WSucceſs could not long maintain their Ground, 
Wyet the obſerv'd no meaſures with the Court, 5 
| ſhotting the Queen out of the Caſtle of Leeds 
Jin Kent, where ſhe would have lodg'c which 
ade her and all her Friends their Enemies. 
Whether ſhe had taken the Lord Mortimer into 
r, that Number, then or not, we dd not find in 
1e Hiſtory, but ? tis certain ſhe was ſo provok'd at 
r, Wthis Affront, that *twas at her Inſtigation the 
King broke 'the Agreement with the Barons, 
4, took the Caſtle of Leeds, and march'd wa an 
E Am! un 19885 | 
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| "ay and fell in with the Court Party, one of 


 Fimers left the Barons Side, and Embracd the M 
Favourites who were return'd to Court: Where 


he could not prevent the ſending both the 440r- 
forgave the Oppoſition he had met with from 


not got out of his Power by a Stratagem, tys 7 


hoe he was confin'd, is variouſly related: 


the Man who was appointed to obſerve him, 


to have leſs of Romance in their Relation, 


Cord, and the Aſſiſtance of Gerard de Alſpath, 
His Immediate Keeper, he found means to con- 
vey himſelf not only out of the Tower, but out 


1 the Queen had been ſent to Accommodate mat- | 
ters with | her Brother as the Fair, who had: | 


þ ca; 


The Lord | Mortimer now left the Confederate N 


the Chief of which was Aymer de Valence, Earl of 
Pembroke, a Man of more Reputation than Parts, 
of more Quality than Merit, and tis ſaid it was by 
his Perſwaſions and Promiſes that the two Apr. 


however, the Lord Pembroke had ſo little Credit, 
timers to Priſon. The Younger Spencer, never 


the Lord Roger Mortimer in Wales, and had he 


Life had paid fort. 2 
The manner of his. Efcape out of the Tower, 1 


Some Authors tell us that Queen 1/abella, began 3 
to look favourably on him, that ſhe convey'd a 
Sleepy mixture into the Warders Wine, brib'd 8 


and thus he paſt the Guards. Others who ſcem f ; 


Write that he himſelf being inform'd, the two N. 
Spencers reſolv'd to have him Executed for High- 
Treaſon, made an Entertainment for Sir Stephen 
de Segrave, then Conſtable, of the Tower, gave 
him a Doſe which had the ſame Effect on him, 
the Wine is ſaid to have had on his War ders, 1 
and getting out of his Room by the help of a 


of the Kingdoms to the Court of France, wkither 


beirn 


iz'd on Part of King Edward's© Territories 
Fzhere, for the King's refuſing to do him Homage, - 
ne Queen ſucceeded ſo well in her Negotiations, 
Wat the Difference was made up, upon Condition 

er. Son Edward, Prince of Fales, ſhould have 
e Dutchy of Aquitain aſſign'd him, and do 
Homage for it. Accordingly he was ſent to France, 
Id was moſt welcome to his Mother, who had 


ere | 1 Mme to his Mot 
| 5 ou all at that Court ſhe” held moſt dear, her 
u over and her Son. VN 


Aſortimer's Favours from the Queen were too 
able to be kept a Secret; and the Affronts ſhe 
ad receiv'd from the Spencers, made her the 
ore ſuſceptible of the ill Impreſſions Mortimer 


by Fight give her of them. Her Love to him was 
„ ficient to have animated her againſt his Ene- 
3:8 ies. But ſhe had alſo a Quarrel of her own, 


Ind a Spirit as well prepar'd for Vengeance, as 


72 oſe that Hated the Minions could wiſh. 
ya The Spencers, as all Favourites are apt to do, 
my ought themſelves ſo well ſettled in their Mi- 
? Wiſkry, by the King's Friendſhip, that. they 


Nept no Terms, even with the Queen, whom 
ey treated with Neglect and Diſdain: They 
ſſen'd her Attendance and Maintenance. They 
Eat her to France in an ill Humour, with a poor 
auipage and ſhort Allowance, believing them- 
Alves in full Security. Such Xen, ſays Sir Ro- 
rt Howard, ſo conſtantly guided by pleaſing Weak- 
eſſes, might not diſcern the Queen might be a dan 
cr ous 1 to employ, that had been ſo diſ- 
i'd; but commonly thoſe that do Injuries, are the 
eaſt apprehen/zve that they will be remember d. Or, 


= | ommonly having no fear of thoſe they oppreſs, they 
at. ever conſider the future peſſibility of Revenge. But 
ad they apprebend Damage in the Queen's going, 


= 
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yet they boſe the leaſt Evil, notbing appearing pl 
terrible, as parting | with the King. 

The Share Mortimer had in the future Revo- 
lution, made it neceſſary for us to give this 
Light into the Cauſes of it. As ſoon as the 
King and his Favourites knew he had made his 
eſcape, after a diligent, tho? fruitleſs Search for 
him, Orders were immediately diſpatch'd to the 
Governour of Guienne, and Conſtable. of Bour- 
deaux, to ſieze and confine him if he was found! 
within their juriſdictions. The like Preceptsi 
were ſent to e Sheriffs of England, andi 
Bailiffs of the Sea-Po Hue and Cry was 
alſo rais'd-fo take him dead or alive ; for the 
Minions dreaded his Activity, Ambition andi 
ent; eſpecially now by the Queen's Fa- 3 
vour he had an Acceſs of Power, which con- 
ſideting how much their Male-Adminiſtration| | 
had broken the King's latereſt, was like to be 
more than a Match for their own. When they 1 
could not get him into their Poſſeſſion, they 
exercis'd their Revenge on his Family, ſhutting Wi 
up his Wife and Children in Skipton-Caſtle inf 
Craven, depriving her of the Attendance of her 
] Domeſticks, allowing her only one Woman, a 
Gentleman, a Laundreſs, Groom and page; 
which is taken notice of by Hiſtorians as a great 
Puniſhment : The Court of ſuch Ladies — 
as much crouded as Princeſſes are now. John 
de Ripre was Conſtable of the Caſtle, and was 
allow'd no more than à Mark a-day for her 
and her Servants Subſiſtence, as well in her 
Journey as her Confinement. For her Cloaths 
Dugdale is ſo particular, as to mention her 
Allowance of Ten Marks a Year. only, Her 
Daughters were confin'd to ſeveral Nunneries 
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* ind nothing but Diſgrace and Brie ee |. 
5 ®the whole Family of Mortimer? W nen, by a 


Sodden Turn, it roſe again in the Fortune of 
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is Lord; and not many, Reigns after; pro- 
ved an Heir to the Crown of Eugland. 

Tis the Natute of Favoutites, in Fear to 
Wittenipt to preſerve themſelves, rather by Cru- 
WMiry than Moderation. Lodth-thiey are to hum- 
ie taemſetves to others, while they hape the 


or. prince in Subjection; and Mortimer being thus 
und new provok'd by the Spencers, and encourag'd 


Wy bis Miſtreſs's Smiles, put her, as ſoon as ſhe 


_ ad her Son with her, on contriving how to 


Wright her ſelf and' him by Force. The Biſhop 
f Exeter, who attended the Ptince to France, 
aiſcover'd their Intrigues, and informd the 
King of it, having ſecretly left the Court of 
France for that purpoſe. The Queen and Prince 
were preſently ſunimon'd into England; but as 
ir Robert ſays in his Hiſtory, She was ftay'd by 
ebe moſt powerful Cauſes, Love and Revenge For 
Ve that now ſeem' d free from all Ties to her King 


ing n Huband, plac'd bet looſe Aﬀfettions on Roger 
- 11 Mortimer: Sbe knew England could neither be ſafe 


Wo ber, nor him whom fhe lov'd as her ſelf; aud 
Ws therefore reſoleꝰd to truſt to any Thing rather than 
ber Husband and the Spencers. . 


cal t 1 have ſeen ſome Hiſtories which do tiot agree 
ing g entirely with this; informing us that Aortimer 
ohn did not eſcape out of the Tower by Stratageni; 
vas OY but by the Mediation of bis Unkle, Sir Roger 
her Mortimer, who had made his Peace with the 


Spencers. But the beft Hiſtorians relate the 
Fact as 1 have done; and: tis more likely that 
he fled to France to ſave his Life, than to follow 
the Queen, who bad not yet difcoyer'd that 


% 


4 18 * 
1 re to er Husband,. 8 Paſſion for 
bimſelf. For her Diſobedience ſhe and the 
Prince were declar'd Enemies to the Kingdom: if 23 
It being the conſtant, Stile of Favourites to de- 3 
nominate their own Enemies the Elton 
Thus the beſt Friends it has, often lie under 
that wicked Appellstion; and the higheſt ( 1 N 
lity cannot ſecure thoſe who are by | 
in Favour, from the Ignominy of Treaſon. v0 
that adher'd to the Queen and Prince were ba- 
niſh'd, by Proclamation thro” all the Counties 4 
of En; land. And 1000 l. Reward was promi» 4 
ſed to any one that ſhould bring the Body of 
Mortimer dead or alive. 

The diſaffected Lords in France, to enflame | 
the Queen the more, frighten her with a ploct 
to murther her and che Prince. Tis certain the 
King and his Minions were treating with the 
French King to deliver up his Sifter, her Gallant, 
Mortimer, and all the ' Engliſh Noblemen who | 
had reſorted to her. Foe 4s whom were Ed- 
mund, Earl of Kent, the King's Brother, who 
had been ſent to Gaſcoigne to defend that Pro- 1 
vince, before the Accommodation, and Armer 
Ear! of Pembroke. The Queen, to prevent her 
Brother's intended Treachery, flies with her 
Paramour, the Lord Mortimer, and her Fol- 1 
lowers, to the Count of Haynault for Proveaton, i 
to whoſe Daughter Philippa ſhe contracted her 
Son, and procpr'd: Aſſiſtance from him andthe | 
Count of Holland, both of Men and Money, to 8 
return to England: and remove the Spencers from 
the Miniſtry. Thus ſupply d, ſhe ſet fail with 
her belov'd Mortimer; and landing at Hatwich, | 
Was joyn'd by ſeveral Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
core, — Gentlemen, and others, oer 


C19 — 
hich fa allara'd the Kigg and FX injops 
ſha they fleck to the Weſt, and. ere Ae 
the the. Queen, and her Army which was now” © 
15 0 ſtrong for them. At 0 ord the Biſhop of 
2 Fend preach'd on that Text, a Head aketh, 


|”; 


NES: by 


7-1 Sy Head aleth; apd his Application had in it 
ar Wore execrable Doctrine, than ever was utter'd 
ga- Pefore our late Schiſmatical Regicides. The 
Lo * 0 diſhop of Lincoln, and the Clergy, declar'd alſo. 
e be geen; and not a Word of Paſſive 


An r toe 

4 q Feber or Non: Reſi ſtance was heard, to put 
= ſtop. to hers and the Prince's Progreſs. The 
, Duecn, to revenge the Proſcribing Mortimer's 
Jead, did the ſame by the Spencers, promiſing 

a Reward of 2900 Pounds for the younger's. 
In the mean time, the King fled to the Ifle of 
Lundy in the Semern-Sea, and thence into Gla- 
Tee where he hid himſelf in the Abbey 

of Neath, the preſent Reſidence of Sir Humphry. 

i f Mackworth, .whaſe late Misfortunes have brought 
ho ach Diſhonour to his Name. Here he was 
„ ometime after ſurpriz'd and deliver'd to Henry, 


_ 
v8 
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bo Harl of Tancaſter, Son of Tbamas, whom he had. 
o. + beaded. This. Earl brought. him and the 
— Hunger Spencer to the Queen at Hereford, where, 


e kept her Court. And here Spencer the Son, 
arl of Glouceſter, was hang'd, as his Father, 
arl of V- incheſter, "had been before at Briſtol. 
Bere it was alſo that the Earl of Arundel was 

F desde, by the Procurement of the Lord Ar- 
imer; Who, as we have already Aid, had poſ- 


4 eſt himſelf of his Caſtle of Clonne It being an- 
4 ld Practice in Favourites, to make Riches Cri- 
th | inal, when they covet or want them. The 


me Fare, 1 at the Inſtigation of, Mortimer, 
| S bad 


5 Sons, Edmund, Roger and Jeffrey. His Daugh-. 


1326. 


| the King? 8 Party. 


Prince Edward was elected King in the room. of 


Heir of the Lord Haſting 8. 

was approv'd of by: the Spiritual as well as 
longer fit. to wear the Crown; and for his = 
_ © was therefore depoſed, and his Son to be Ws | q 

* Qed King. To this the Biſhops conſented, 


= puli, Vox Dei. I ſhall continue my Hiſtory i in | 


(8 20 1 3 
they ar. Baro us, Pang! le and 2 of ; 


Now it was that this Losd overn'd the 7 
Queen 5 Affections and Affairs. Honours and 
Places are heap'd upon him, and the beſt Fa- 
milies in England court his Alliance. He was 
made Governour of Denbeigh-Caſtle ; and when 


his Father, among the Knights that were made 
at the new King's Coronation, were his three. 


ters were marry'd to the Sons of the greateſb. 
Barons : As Beatrix, 'to Edward, Son of Thomas {| 
de Brotherton Earl of Norfolk, Marſhal of ors 
and the King's Uncle; and Agnes. to the Son an 


We find that this e Revolution 


Temporal Barons. Sir Robert Howard tells it 11 


+8 7 5 « 


thus: It was adjudg'd that Edward II. was no 


6 Male-Adminiſtration of the Royal Authority | 


* and the Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury preach'd on 
0 the occaſion, chooſing a proper Text, Yox Po- 


the Words of the ſame honourable Author ; 
© The Queen now with her beloved Mortimer, 
* with the Advice of her Great Counſellor Adam WM 
c de Oriton, Biſhop of Hereford, aſſum'd the Ex- 
« exciſe of all Power, and quickly ſhew'd what a 
* counterfeit Sorrow for her unfortunate Huſ- 
£ * band ſhe try'd to diſguiſe her ſelf in; for ſhe 
* gow allow'd him but 100 Marks a-Year, while 
. ſhe _ a Third' Part of the Revenue ta 
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„. be ſettled on her ſelf; and Mortimer, the worſt 


of Men, by her guilty Paſſion,” feem'd to reign. 
But in alittle time his Actions met with that 
| IF juſt Puniſhment, that was due to them. He 


vas fo conſcjous of his own Guilt, that he got 
&& Pardon to be paſt, for his breaking Priſon and 


, 
* 
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2 3 


edition was undertaken for Scotland. The Scots 
ere advanc'd as far as Stanbope-Park : The Eu- 
Wh Army was thrice as numerous; yet, ſays 
Ie Hiſtorian, by the Treaſon of ſome great 
en, the Enemy eſcap'd, and nothing was done, 
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hom the Queen now doated on ſo much, that 


Poſſeſt by a fond Paſſion for Mortimer, ſays Sir Ro- 


5 
o 
75 
* 


Fri to that Idol; and ber Husband was as much 


by . 


er Apbrehenſion as Averſion. Mortimer alſo as 


We > 
7 Ny 


Victed) Jealous, thought bimſelf never ſafe while 


* 


urmurs againſt their ſcandalous Courſe of Life, 


4 


d that the bard Uſage of the King proceeded from 


was ſoon after effected at Berkley-Caſtle, by the 
Lord Matrevers and Sir Thomas Gourney ; who, 
ſtho' they did it by Commiſſion, thought them- 


* 


; Wiclves not ſafe while they were in England, 
- WF There was nothing now to diſturb the Queen 
a and her Minion in the Enjoyment of their law- 


Hleſs Loves and Power. Mortimer was made an 


Title, which gave riſe to the Royal Earldom 


- © .&# 0-0 & 
. > 


hich Treaſon is chiefly imputed to Mortimer, 
Ine refus'd to ſee her Husband. She bad been ſo 
Wert, that all Duty and Vertue were Jong before ſa- 
be King liv'd, nor could they be ignorant of the 


' Wrbence ; which urg d them to the cruel Opinion, that 
bis Death was their only Security. Accordingly it 


Earl, and he took the Marches of Wales for his 


of March, it being afterwards in the Crown, as 
| | 7 . - 2 | 2 | on/ 


ther Offences in the preceding Reign. Daniel 
Wobſerves, That to uphold this Change, an Ex- 


yr” II 
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To Day is Mortimer made Earl; For what! 2. 


1 | 885 
. 5 « 2 2 ) : : . 
on the 8 of Edward iv. who. "I 
cended from this Martimer, to the Throne. 1 
kave ſeen a Fragment of Ben Fobnſon's, ae 
Mortimer is introduc'd ſpeaking on his vg 
created an Earl; and there is wii in the | 
Salilogus which 1 is worth ad 5 


This Riſe is made, yet! Land we now tand rank; 
To view about us, all that were above us! 5 þ 
Nought hinders now our Proſpect, all are even, 
We walk upon a Level. Mortimer by — 
Is a great Lord of late, and a new Thing. — 
At what a divers price do divers Men 0 4 
Act the ſame Things! Another might have my 
Perhaps the Hurdle, or at leaſt the Ax, | 
For what J have this Coronet, Robes and Wax, | 
There is a Fate that flies with tow'ring Spirits 
Home to the Mark, and never checks at Conſcience. 
Poor plodding Prieſts, and preaching Fryers mar 
Their hollow Pulpits, and their empty Illes make 
Of Churches ring Ih that round Word: But e F 
That draw the ſubtle and more piercing Ah, | 

In that ſubli med Region of a Court, 
Know all is good we make ſo, and go on 
Secur'd by the Proſperity of our Crimes. 


1 


For that, Gg. { 1 — 


As his Eſtate bende is Creation v was not great, 
however he had encreas'd it, anſwerable to his 
new Title, he Hers. good Grants apace, as in i, 
Conſideration of a Promiſe of 1000 1 a 'Year Er 
from the King, a Grant in Fee of the Caſtles of 25 
Denbigh, Oſwaldeſtre, Shrawerdyne and Clonne; with Di 
the Mannors of Ryton, Wroxeſire, and Conede, in i 
N ; the Mannor of C nk. Norton ia Of 
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* Wpxfordſbire : As alſo other Caſtles, Mannors and 


Lands, which had been the Tate Earl of Arundel's, | 
Sho was, as has been ſaid, put to Death by his 
ene EE 
nge was at this time at the heighth of his For- 
: one, the Object of univerſal Hatred and Envy. 
» thoſe that courted him for his Favour, abhor- 
„ bim for his Cruelty and Ambition. He 
as not content with the Title of Earl of the — 
ccbes, he got himſelf to be made Juſtice of all 1328. 
ea, reſolving that his own Country ſhould . 
ae one of the chief Scenes of his Pride. He had 
Ine Vanity to imitate the Britz/h Kings, and held 
_ Round Table at Bedford. The King taking a 
X. | 32 FU 122 : 
rogreſs into the Marches, ſo order'd, perhaps, 
Jo give his Mothef the Pleaſure of viewing a 
AW erritory of which her Lover was Lord; here 
ortimer magnificently treated the whole Court 
his Caſtles of Ludlow and Wigmore, as alſo in 
is Foreſts and Parks, He was beſides at a great 
Expence in Tilts and other Exerciſes, for which 
Mee did not think the King made him due Returns. 
Indeed, the young Monarch had receiv'd ſome 
vil Impreſſions of him from thoſe who wind 
- Well to their Country; as the Earls of Exeter 
nd Lefteſter, the Lord Mountacute, Sir Robert 
Elland, Sir Thomas de la More, and others. The 
Itter was a Knight of Glouceſterſhire, and wrote 
he Life of Edward II. whoſe Servant he had been. 
Sor timer gp. thus poſſeſt of the Queen's bound- 
Wis Favour, of vaſt Revenues, and abſolute Pow- 
kr, grew intollerably Proud, giving Occaſion of 
Diſcontent to the Ancient Nobility by his Beha- 
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riour and Miniſtrry . | 
| His own Family was ſo diſguſted at his Pride, 
hat tis ſaid his Son Jeffry ſtibd him The King of 
155 = „ I Folly, - 


But this hated Majority was of no long conti 


= e 7 (. 24 ) F 
Folly. He kept another Round Table in Wal F 
_ © thinking he had as much Right to the Honours, as 
the Authority of the Kings of Britain. The ſame 
Year, at a Parliament held at Northampton, his 
Intereſt was ſo greas, that an infamous Peace 
was made with the Scols, and a Sum of Money 
taken by the Queen and him, for which the Scl. y 
Homage was traiterouſly deliver'd up, as wa 
likewiſe the Black Croſs, which King Edward 1.8 
brought out of Scotland from the Abbey of Scone 
where it had been long depoſited as a moſt va 
luable Relick, with theſe were deliver d Ragmui 

Role and many ancient Jewels and Monuments. 
Mortimer looking on Edmund, Earl of Kent, the; 
King's Uncle, as an Obſtacle to his ambitious 
' Deſigns, had him try'd and, condemn'd at a. Par 
liament held at Wincheſter the ſame Year, foi 
_ *contriving, as it was pretended, his Brother Ed 
ward II's Reſtoration, tho' without any manner 
of Proof or Probability; but the Majority oo 
thoſe two Parliaments were on his fide, and bali 
ſtuck at nothing to ſecure himſelf in his high Sta 


tion, to ſatisfie his Pride, or glot his Revenge 


y 


nuance; and the Favourite Mortimer was becom 


ſo Imperious and Inſolent, ſo Covetous and Cruel 
the Barons could no longer bear his Tyranny. 

All the Treaſure of England was at his Command 
and he waſted it on himſelf and bis. Creatures 
For his Avarice had a mixture of Profuſion, a 
he was always liberal enough when it was (Wu . 
ſerve his Pride or his Vanity. Henry, Earl on © 
Lancaſter, Brother to Earl Thomas who was Vl 
headed in the laſt Reign, was the Firſt Prince 
the Blood, and the Kingdom began to be tineal 
to find he had no ſhare in the Government, thi 
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Me Parliament that elected the wilt of . 
d him to be Chief of the Miniſters, who were 
o have the Adminiſtration, under the Queen du- 


ing the King's Minority 
d ta-deal with as he 
ent; but the Earl of 


— 


1 him Mortimer intend- 
d dealt by the Earl of 


Lancaſter got Information 


J of his Purpoſe, and made his eſcape. Mortimer 
Hollows him, taking with him the young King, 


hom he oblig'd to ride 24 Miles in one Day 


oo Wfter his Kinſman, at which the King was very 
„och diſpleas'd ; and it made way for the terrible 
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bbtain'd Grants 


and Corſe 


. e Juriſdiction. 
Caſtle, in Lerceſterſhire, 
Glouceſterſhire, 


1 Mannor of Woking, i in Surrey, 
Beh and C e, in Lincolnſhire; 
D 


Revolution which happen'd to the Favourite. 
Favourites have generally taken tod much care 
o improve their good Fortune, by acquiring Gifts 
f X nd Grants of their Maſters : And thoſe that 
ave done it too haſtily, or too profuſely, have 
ever fail'd to draw on themſelves the Ruin. 
Sr hich attends ſuch undeſery'd Acquiſitions. Mor- 
imer continu'd to get more and more of the 
rown and other Lands i into his . having 


Of the Caſtle and Rlaunor of) in Morteſter- 
f Hemtley, the Chaces of Malvern 2. and Glou- 


ceſte ſpire. 


The Town of Miche, in Worceſterſhire. 

The Caſtle of Clifford, and Mannor of Glaſebury, 
Which had been the younger Spencer. 

The Caſtle of Trim in Ireland to himſelf and 
his Wife, with ample Privileges. . by 
| TheTe ritory of Danalmainè in Ireland, with 


His Son Feffry had alſo a Gratit of Dotylgtoi 
The Mannors of Lechdale and Sodyngtone; in 


* : 
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Eſtate of the King's Uncle, the late Earl of Kent. | 1 15 


much after the Poſſeſſion, as the Blood of dl 
whom he had caus'd to be put to Death; as the 


Nur foll. 


them long, when ſo many had been injur'd and 


Eſtate had been very indifferent; his Alliance 1 ? 
not very extraordinary; nor his Family much 
talk'd of: To riſe fo falt, and without having 

merited it by his Service, was of it ſelf . 1 


the Pride of his Nature, and his Contempt of 
| thoſe he had humbled, gave them an Opportu- A 


and ſecretly to work his overthrow. I have ſeen 


Lord Montacute hectors him, and tells him; 


Aſnurn, in the Peak 0 Derby. nM 
Rybale, in Rutlandſbire. WC Pet 3 
And Kineley,. in Wiltſhire, which was the | 4 


We may by this obſerve, that he thirſted as 


Earl of Arundel, the Earl of Glouceſter and Ear!) 
of Kent. To theſe Grants were added thoſe 4 

Of the Wapentake of 'Ryſely, in Derbyſhire. = 
The Wapentake of Plumtree and Alreton, inf * 


The Mannor of Reſely, in Leiceſterflire. 5 
And Drayton, in the County of Northampton. 


Such Territories as theſe, gotten by ſuch J 
means, could not but provoke both Barons and 
Commons; and it was impoſſible he could hold ö 


offended by his obtaining them. His tenet 


to ſet. the Nobility againſt him; and the Queen's 3 
boundleſs Favour, his unreaſonable Grants, 1 


nity to encreaſe the publick Odium againſt deen 


a Tragedy dedicated to the late Earl of Romney, 
entitled, The Fall of Mortimer; which, though i Fo 
written by a mean Pen, has, however, touch'd | 
upon ſome Parts of the Story, in a manner that 
recommends it to the Reader. As where the ; 


| ; 
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14  Montacute. Thy Terrors laſt oh n me. 

Lock big upon thoſe Baſtard Engliſhmen, 
the Who tamely yield their Rights v7 Charters up, 
nt. And ſwear to pick a Parliament; 
| as Shall ſell our Freedoms, Perſons and Eſtates, 
ofe To gain a ſhort-liv'd Swile, 
che 4a probably may dread thee. 
arl And in another Place 
Gir Rob. Holland, He's rather a Meteor or ſome 

9 1 (Exhalation, 
i 9 Raisd by the Sulphureons Vapours of the Earth, 

Which borrowing of a Blaze from real Lights, 
x Attracts the Eyes of 13 to gaze on it. 
| An | 

Sir 7. De la More. Where now. is s Right, to 
> | (hom ſhall we appeal? 
4 rue Queen has plac'd the Pow'r on Mortimer, 
3 Whilſt the Laws Edge is ground bur on one fide, |- 
Tae Man that dares reflect on his Proceedings 
"IF 1s freight beſet and ſworn into ſome Plot, 
ce His Life or Fortunes ſiez d, it may be both. 

Juries and Witneſſes are kept i in Pay, 
38 Which have agreed his Ruin cer he's heard. 
128 Id. Mount. What are our Princes, what the 
9 (Nobles now ? 


1 


s, Are they not vaſſals to this Upſtarr's State? 
f No more the Fame of our Nobility 

— fs Be call'd to Mind, &c.— 

„Laing. Riſe De Ia More, for 1 will be my ſelf, 


And this Uſurper March ſhall down to Hell. 
All ſpare the Tree, whoſe Branches ſerve as Shade, 
Lill the ſpread Miſchief kills the vnder-Plants : = 
Then ev'ry Man aſſiſts to fell it down; 
So this Coloſſus of the En liſh Ile, | 
Under whoſe Legs the calleſt Ships muſt paſs, 
Eier they gain Harbour ſhall to Seas be hurl'd, 
And in _ Botiom find a Monument, 
Wi 2 __-Tho? 
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Tho” the Poets Genius be not anſwerable to 
the Subject, yet there's ſomething in his Scenes I 
reſembling, the Character of Mortimer, whoſe Life 
I write. and is very well worth preſerving, The | 
Lord Mountacute, whom the Poet makes to ſpeak, 
was Sir William de Mountacute, whom Edward NL. 
employ'd to ſiexe Martimer-. | 
When, after his faithful Counſellors bad re- * 4 
preſented to him the Diſhonour he brought on 2 * 
himſelf and his People, he order'd him to be ap- 9 
prehended in the Caſtle of Nottingham, in the 
Year 1329. At which time a Parliament was held 1 
in that Town, His Power was ſa exceſlive, that 
*twas thought the moſt prudent way to ſecure 1 
his Perſon firſt, and then Impeach him in Parlia- 
ment. The Perſon entruſted with this Commiſ- 
fion, was the above-mention'd Sir William de 
Mauntacute, who took to his Aſſiſtance Sir Hum- | * 
pbry de Bobun, Sir Ralph de Stafford, Sir William de 
Clinton, Sir fobn Neville, Sir William Eland, ind 
others, who in the dead time of the Night got A 
into the Caſtle by-a way under ground, which | 
- paſt thro the Rock, with Stairs vp to the Keeps þ I 2 
and it is ſtill on Account of this Ad venture call'd | 
Mortimer's Hole. By this Paſſage they enter d 
a Room that was contiguous to the Queen's A- 
artment, where the King expected them, whom 4 
they left there; and entring the Queen' s Bed- 8c 
1 Chamber, found her and Mortimer ready to 20 | 4 250 
I to Bed. They ſiez d Mortimer immediately, and 
n= leading him out, the Queen follow'd, crying Bell | 6 
EFuͤüllls ayes pitie du, genti] Mortimer. Good Son take 3 . 
pPity on gentle Mortimer; for ſne imagin d the King 
her Son was among them. This was not done 
without Bloodſhed, according to Xnigbton; who | 
writes, That Mortimer having with him Henry, Bi- 
| | ſhop © of Lincojn, and ſome or they made Re- 
| ſiſtance 
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Wines, wherein two of 3 8. Pendants 
4pd Creatures were killd, as Sir Hugb de Tur- 
Fron, Steward of the King' 8 Houſe, and John de 
a 4 Wormouth for which Sir William de Mountacute 
Wd afterwards a Pardon, The ſiezing of Mor- 
er had not been ſo eaſy, had it not been 
one by Sur prize; for he always had about 200 
Knights and Gentlemen, beſides inferiour Ser- 
3 pots, attending on him. 
4 As ſoon as he was ſiez d, his Adherents and 
4 l of which the Town of Nottingham 
as full, had the ſame Fate; among theſe were 
s Sons Sir Edmund and Sir Feffry Mortimer, who 
J rere all ſent to London under a Guard, and there 
pt in Cuſtody till the Parliament met. pre- 
tpts were iſſu'd out for ſiezing all his Caſtles, | 
ands and Mannors ; a Commiſſion was granted | 
J b Sir John de Kingſton and others, to take an In- 
entory of all his Treaſures and Goods, except 
Phat was in his Wife's Wardrobe, for the uſe of 
er ſelf, her Children and Servants, - 
# When the Parliament met, they took from the 
L pneen all her large Dower, and allow'd her on- 
a Penſion of 10001. a-Year. Several Articles 
Pere exhibited againſt Mortimer As that he pro- 
1 wrd the late King's Death; was Author of the Scots 
1 J ſcape at Stanhope- Park, corrupted with the Gift of 
"$$00co01. that he procur'd the Marriage and Peace with 
cotla nd, ſo diſhonourable to the Ki ing and King- 
om; that be conſum' d the King's Treaſure, beſides 
4 1 that was taken from the Spencers ; that be bad 
Nen too familiar with the Queen ; that be bad got the 
Wicheſt Wardſbips in England; and bad been an Evil 
ounſellor to the King. The King commanded the 
Barons to conſider of theſe Articles, and to give 
Wudgment.; ; Which they did, finding Mortimer 
Suite of all of them; and Sentence was pro- 
nounc'd 
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. two Days, as an 


- In Zondon, but many Years after tranſlated to 


| a a0 & kim to a as a a Traytor'; ; pur- 
ſuant to Which he was hang%d, drawn and quar- 
ter'd, at the N then call'd Sf Y 
Ems, in Weſt-Smytbfi 4 5 


Seholders. Upon e Ve 


were the tragical and — Retiding rg ns | 1 x 
Supplanters of others got by exchange. of the time, 4 

Mortimer's Body, when it had hung thus two 
Days, was taken down, and bury'd at Grey-Fryers | e 


Wigmore. *Tis remarkable, that Judgment, Sen- F 
tence, and Execution , paſs'd on this Earl without iſ 
being heard, as had been practis'd in the ill times 
when he was Maſter, againſt the Spencers and the | 3 
Earl of Kent, in whoſe Death it was d. TY 
known, he himſelf had the greateſt Hand, 
ec lex eſt juſtior ulla | = 
| Quo necis Artifices arte perire ſua. + E | 
Such was the Fate of a Miniſter and Favourite, | 
the Firſt of the Houſe of Mortimer, which owes | 
its Grandure to him: For, notwithſtanding his 
Grants were reſum'd, ſo much was either reſtor'd 8 
to his Son, or left of his Lands to him and his 
Mother, that Edmund, the Grandſon of this Lord 
Mortimer, marry'd Philippa; Daughter to Lionel i 
Duke of Clarence, by whom he had Roger, Lordi 
Mortimer, and Earl of March, ea Heir 
to the Crown by Richard Il. Which Roger had a 
Daughter nam'd Anne, marry'd to Richard Earl 
of Cambridge, Son of Edmund of Las gley, Duke of 
Tork, Grand- father of Edward IV. King Wo England: 
4 And thus came the Name of Mortimer ally'd to 1 
the Imperial Crown of this Kingdom, after the. 
0 


firſt Earl of it had come to ſo ignominious an End, 
as to die tlie Death of a common Malefactor, as 
aforeſaid, RO 5 by EW 


* T i 
Faul of Oxford, &c. 


Favourite to Richard the Second. . 


ut! 
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WAS the ſame Bock, Sir Robert Howard 8 
Reflections, G. put me on writing this 
E. Life, as gave me the Hint of the laſt, 
{rhe Earl of Oxford the Subject of it, being Chief 
Miniſter in the one Reign, as was Mortimer in the 
other, and both till their Fall. 
= T he Family of De Yere, who for above Twenty 
4 Generations were Earls of Oxford, are of no 
is older Date in England, than the Conquelt ; and 
| the firſt of them who is taken notice of in Hiſto- 
ry, was Aubrey de Vere, in King Stephen's and 
| Henry the Il's time: He was a famous Lawyer, 
and for his Day a Man of eminent Learning. The 
De Veres make, however, no great Figure in the 
8 Engliſh Hiſtory, till the ſurprizing Riſe of Robert 
De Vere, whoſe Life I ſhall attempt to write. 
Hie was the Son of Thomas De Vere, the Sth, 
Earl of Oxford, of this Family, and born in the” 
Year 1363. the 37th of Edward Ill. ſo that he 
was but three Years elder than King Richard II. 
Son to Edvard the Black Prince, and Grandſon 


and 
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g | and Heir to! 


ſoon made his own uneaſie to 


which he did accordingiy; and even while he was I 
in Ward, he had 100 l. a Yearallow'd him, or 


ſet with ſuch Foils, _ + Aud a little after, The ffirſt 


<3, 


Ki ing Edd III. Tho the vari 


ment had obe Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of 


Warwick, to be Lua to the King, yet the young 
Earl of Oxford, andWome other Lords 1 diſſo- 1 
lute Life, fo wo ußen his Affections, that he 
_ early gave himſelf up t chei Government, and 
s People. 

De Vire was high in the King s Fayour in the 
6th Year of his Reign, A. D. 138 when he 
made Proof of his Age, did Homage, .an& had 
Livery of his Lands given him. His Marriage 4 
had been granted by King Edward Ill. to 1ngel- li 
ram Earl of Bedford, to the intent that he Fal, 
take to Wife Philippa, Daughter to that Earl, 


bis better Support, out of the Exchequer. King 

' Richard; who lov'd him to Exceſs, and thought he | 
could never do too much before, gave him a 3 
Grant of the Eſtate of John de Copeland, and the 
Caſtle of Queenborough in Rent. Indeed his in. 
fluence was ſo great in all that King's Admini- | 
ſtration, that he could do whit he pleas'd: | 
\ Thoſe that ſhar d the King's Affections and Pow- og 
er with him, were Newille, Archbiſhop of York, 
Michael de la Poole, a Citizen s Son, Earl of Suf. 
folk, Sir Robert Freſh lian, Lord Chief Juſtice, and 
Sir Nicholas Bramber, Alderman of London: off 
theſe. Sir Robert Howard ſays, The Earl of Oxford 
ſeem'dthe beſt, as hardly be 6e do otherwiſe, being 


A 
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Teſtimony that theſe ſbem d of their An moſities a g inſt 
the Methods of a juſt Miniſter, was the ple 

Sir Richard Serope.. Lord Chancellor, who in 4 
things us d an impartial Vprigbtneſt, which wal an 
Offence to their looſe and pattial Deſis) ns," But they 
did not only fharyen the King Nature Lan. "| : 


„„ ˙ 


2 
p24 


lia. rs point of Offices and Employments, but againſt their 
| of des. There are ſeldom, continues he, any e- 
eam Proceedings in « Government, but there are 


he Wir: with the Stream, and tale the Benefit of any 

1nd ef Fortune. For mben Miſchief is to be practis d, 
Corruption is the Conſequence; and there are always 

the ede ready, whom no Conſideration ballances in their 

he WF «tes, with the Height of Honours and Benefits. 

ad *W- uring their careleſs Miniſtry, the French inſult- 


be the Coaſts, and landed at Dover, Winchelſea, 


el. -2/t ings, and even at Graveſend, The Rabble 
ht rovok'd by many Exactions, roſe under John 


gal, a factious Prieſt, of leſs Infamy than one 


ich whoſe Name 1 will not diſhonour this Hi 

or ory. And tho the King and his Favourites 

ng ere in much Danger from this Rebellion, er 
he fter it was ſuppreſt, neither he nor they ſeemd 


a o have any Diſpoſition to redreſs the Peoples 


be rierances. Oxford, and his other Minions, both 


7 


fear d and bated any Men of Honour and Quality 
that might have Intereſt to croſs their Deſignn. The 
Favourites fluſh'd with their Succeſs over the Re- 
vels, aſſum'd new Titles and Dignities, and par- 
ticularly Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, was crea- 
ted Marquis of Dublin. On his and his Friends 
Promotion to new Honours, Truſſel reflects thus. 
bey grew in. Hate, as they did in Honour, for many 
of Ancient Nobility did ſtomach their undeſersy'd Ad- 
vancement, and with theſe the Votes of the People 
generally went. However, the Earl of Oxford, as 
if he took a pleaſure in encreaſing the Hatred 
and Envy of his Enemies, and did it on purpoſe; 
to mortifie them, a few Months after got him- 
ſelf to be created Duke of Ireland. To accom- 
pany. theſe Honours, the Caſtle of Olebam in Rut- 
tandſtire, and all the Foreſt . of Rutland, were 
we i given 


N- 
85 


. 040 5 . 
given bim; 48 So the Caſtle, Mannor, and Bur: * 
rough of Barnſtable; 3 the Mannors of Fremingham, | 4 
Fefracomb, Comb- Martin, South- Moulton, 27 Þ 
worthy, Nemel- Bom, 2 racy, Holno, Derting- 
ton, Kingſton, Blockde Lang- Acre; and all the 

Lands X James de Andeicl ph, in the Counties of | 
Cornwall, Devonſhire, and Somerſet. But not con- 
tent with this, he had the Arrogance and Indiſ- 
cretion to procure the moſt unaccountable Grant & 4 
that ever Prince gave his Subject, being no leſs I 

than the Lands and Dominion of a whole King - 

dom, that of Ireland, which were given him, with 
all the Profits, &c. as amply, and in as full extent, | A 
as the King bimfelf ought to bave the ſame. Nor 2 
did even all this bound his Ambition and Ava- W 
rice; for Charles de Blois, who laid Claim to the 

Dutchy of Bretagne, and had been long a Fri. | 
ſoner in England, was, tho' a profeſt Enemy to 
the Houſe of Montfort, then in Poſſeſſion of that .F 
Dutchy, and under the Protection of England, F 
ſet at Liberty on paying 3oooo Marks to the 
Duke of Ireland, with which *twas pretended he 
was to raiſe and pay 500 Horſe and 1000 Foor A 1 
in Ireland; the King promiſing not only to 
ſend him thither, but that he ſhould ſtay there. 
The Parliament conſented to this Donation, be- 
ing very willing to purchaſe at any Rate the Ab- 4 
| ſence of ſo dangerous a Miniſter. The Parlia- 
ment had before got the Earl of Suffolk remov'd; 
but they were ſcarce broke up, before both the A 
Duke of Vreland and ' Suffolk return'd to Court, | 1 
and reign'd there more abſolutely than ever. 
All the great Lords, who had been inſtrumental 
in their removal, were diſcarded. The Favou- 
rites and their Faction engroſt once more the 
Royal Authority, leaving only the Name to the 
. 8, and ns out every Body that "om ap- 
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zear'd for the King's true Service and. the Good 
f their Country. Upon which Sir Robert has 
is Reflection; This look'd like the feeble Policy of 


2 oient and ſelf- intereſted Counſellors, which was ap- 
ng- to Alen and not to Things; as if the removal 
the WF thoſe that oppos d their Deſigns, took away the 
of anger that attended them. As long as there were 


th 


* 
4 


W:jur'd Alen, they muſt have Enemies; and their 
A fety was #0, way trobable, but by better Principles 
* PraGices, The Men who manag'd all, now | 
neſe were diſgrac'd, were, as had been ſaid, the 


1 arl of Oxford, the Chancellor, and the Arch- 
Piſhop of York; who, ſays Sir Robert Howard, 


Poyn'd with them to ſtrengthen their Power, and 


ut. 1 V's „ 2 , o 
or recaken their Kings, What follows will, I am 


ure, be welgome to the Reader, coming from 


Wo excellent a Pen : They that bad Influence enough 


o make a Prince believe their Cauſe to be his, might 


1 "IF 7 » : / 
o ff eaſily carry him on to revenge thoſe Affronts he nom 


ſſum' d to be bis own. To this belongs the ſame Fate 
hat attends indirect and unſteady Councils, They 
9 uſt be maintain d by the Oppreſſion or Ruin of thoſe 
Mibat ſaffer d by them, and no meaſure taken for the 
reſer vation of any, but theirs that merited the Pu- 


RF iſpment. The Argument that was and mult be us'd 
to deceive Princes, was then enforc'd by theſe Fa- 


W vourite-Miniſters ; That the Arrows ſhot at them 


. FF vere intended againſt the Prince; and 'twas bur 
2 Method of Rebellion, to confine a King on 


whom to confer his Favour. And therefore to 


avoid the Diſhonour of a Limited Monarchy, be muſt | 
now uſe Power, ke. | | 


About this time the Earls of Arundel and Not- 1378. 
ting bam perform'd ſo many brave Actions abroad _ 
_ againſt the French, that all Mouths were filled 
with juſt Praiſes, The King only excepted, ſays my 
honourable Author, to whom Satisfaction did moſt 

EE) ES belong, 


/ 


| belong. 


lick Merit 155 its Natur 
' their narrow Intereſt ; ? He mu neither reward Ver- 
niſhd. The uſage of ſuch Illuſtrious L ords, Who 


againſt the Miniſters, yet De Vere ſo little valu'd r 
the Hate of either the Nobility or Commonalty, i 


than his Fortune, The Duke of Glouceſter, the 1 


DeſtruRion of that Noble Prince, who had in 1 
Engliſh Liberties: Whether King Richard was 


land, which was put off from time to time under 


A | 0 c 36: . | EE. . . - 
For a their return they found ſo 0 4 1 0 
ception from bam, that it 2 they were yather for- 1 


given for Aiſdemeanours, than receiv'd for Merits, . 


The ſtrangeneſs of bisWords told too plainly that 1 
when the — was in the 
Enemies of his Favourites,” » How much more Limited, 
continues he, is 4 King by ſuch as confine bim 0 


| i 


tue, nor puniſh Vice: His beſt and braveſt 5 1 8 
muſt not be efteem*d, nor his Worſt queſtion'd or pn- | F 


had done great Services againſt the Common Ene-- a 
my, could not but give new Occaſion of diſguſt 


W 


that he defy'd them in all his AQtigns; and in 1 


the midſt of their Clamours, had the Inſolence 4 
to turn off his Fair Lady Philippa, tho? her Mother 


was the King's Aunt, and marry a Vintner's: 2 
Daughter, a Match better ſuited to his Merit 
King's and her Uncle, threatned him with Re- | | ? 
venge; but it only animated him to haſten the | 


this tyrannical Reign been the Bulwark of the 


pes d with this Match, becauſe the Woman came 
with his Queen from Bohemia, or could not be 
diſpleas'd with any thing that pleas'd his Minion; 
He was ſo far from ſhewing Reſentment, that - "RF 
the Duke of Ireland govern'd him and his King- 1 | 
dom as entirely as ever: Yet in ſeeming Compli- W 
ance with the Deſires of the People, the Duke 
made mighty Preparations for his Voyage to Ire- 


various Pretences. At laſt, when he thought he 
ſhould not be able wy longer to defer it, without 
RS - involving 


„ñF„ ““. 

de- Nrolving the King himſelf, and tbe Miniſters; 

r- Na Quarrel with the Parliament, before the 

ts. Ire provided for it: He gave out, that he 

b- ald depart; accordingly hè made a ſhew of 

be ceeding in his Journey to the Coaſt, where he 

d, to embark; and ſo little were the King and 

tourt ſollicitous to obſerve any Meaſures with 

"- WW Pcople, that they accompan'd him in great 

7s re; the King, the Earl of Suffolk, their Law- 

- 8 77/1121, and the Chiefs of the Faction going | 
ch him as far as Wales, where the Royal Pro- * 

cs, and the Duke's Jriſb Journey ended; for | 

t ey turn'd about and went to Nottingbam: At 

nich Place this Black Cabal of Miniſters enter d 

„ to a Conſultation, how to deſtroy not only the 

rds of the Ruin'd Party, but the Engliſh Conſti- 

tion. They firſt ſummon'd the Sheriffs of eve- 

6 


. County, to know what Aſſiſtance they could 


ie them; but they were anſwer'd, The People 
Pere very much ſatisfy'd in their Opinions, that be 
ords were Lovers of their King and Country; and 
berefore they durſt promiſe notbing in that Matter. 
re diſgrac'd Lords were the Duke of Glouceſter, 
he Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Derby, and Notting- 
am, and others of the higheſt Quality and Inte- 
rreſt, who were too powerful to be deſtroy'd 
S9without the Parliament agreed to it, or the Ca- 
hal had a Force Superiour to theirs. Wherefore 
being baulk' d as to that, The Tryal, ſays my Au- 
tor, was then made to pack a Parliament, by contri- 
vin Elections as the King ſhould appoint. Whiich 
rey could not effect; and deſpairing of their 
pack d Majority, the only recourſe they could 
Have, was to the Judges, who were ſummon'd to 
Nottingham, to give an Anſwer to ſeveral Que- 
ries put to them by the Miniſters, - And by their 
wicked abuſe of the Law, one cann't but rejoyce 
| | in 
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| in the great Care his late Majeſty, and our pi pre 


on this Occaſion is worth repeating, as ſhewing | 
how in all times wicked Lawyers have ſacrific' 


made the Will. of- the Prince, to be the neg i 1 0 


wards, when the Power turn d to the King, ask'd, Nhe- 
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ings of that Parliament? Readily recanting their for- 


Power is deſi end. The judges were very clear 

in the Points they were to diſcuſs; for they de- 

termin'd all to be Treaſon, and the Offenders 
worthy the Death of Traytors; tho? by this bold 


the Statute-Law the Treaſon. They declard that 
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ſent Sovereign the Queen, have taken to fill thi 
Courts of Wſtminſter-Hall with - Magiſtrates 
whom no Miniſtex will ever he able to manage 
contrary to law, and whoſe Uprightneſs and Inf 
tegrity are unqueſtionable: For in all bad times 
ill Judges have been found ready to ſubject thelf 
Laws to the Pleaſure of the Court. Did not 3 
Set of them declare Ship- Money to be Legal in 
the Reign of Charles | ? And another Set pro. 
3 the Diſpencing Power to be the ſame 1 ing 
that of King James II. But theſe Judges, in com- 3 1 
3 to the Earl of Oxford and his Faction, 
gave their Opinions, That every thing that had 
been done againſt the King's Favourites was 
Higb-Treaſon. What Sir Robert Howard writes 


. 


their Learning and Honeſty to their Intereſt, ad 


of Juſtice. There was one thing alſo very remarkable, 
ſays that noble Author, chat the Lawyers, who in 4 
former Parliaments gave "Their Advice and Opinions 
for the Proceedings azainſt the Miniſters, being after- 


ther by Law the King could not diſannul the Proceed- 


mer Opinions, anſwer'd, That he might; the King „ 
being above the Law : A. Maxim very much us'd 
in the late times,” and muft be always when Arbitrary 


Opinion, the Parliament were the Traytors, and 


Parliaments could not proceed upon any Buſineſs, - 
u 
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is as the Xing propor'd and limites dn Articles 
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r accuſe any of the King's Miniſters, wit haut in- 
ring the Guilt and Penalty of Higb- Jreaſon. Thus 


rates 
mage 


d In WM this faithful Miniſter, this able and honeſt 
nc litician, who acted by ſecret and ſiniſter Con- 


t they ivances, at once overtura'd the Conſtitution, 


4 gr d rhe Liberties of England, to ſecure 
Wn ſelf and A ſſociates from the Puniſhment the 
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e in aw threatned them with, 


"NS The King looking upon the Opinions of the 
m. dges as Authentick, preſum'd the Lords, his 
on, "i yourites hated, were convicted Perſons, without 
zd arther Tryal: And order'd, their Eſtates to be 
'23 MWonhfiſcated, reſolving to execute the Sentence of 
raytors on them, as ſoon as he could get them 
15 rithin his Power. He rais'd Soldiers, and com- 
A vanded the Earl of Northumberland to Arreſt the 
d Far! of Arundel; but the latter had ſo fortify'd 
'© himſelf in his Caſtle of Rygate in Surrey, that the 
„ ing's Men were forc'd to leave him where they 
2 found hirp. Things were come now to that ex- 
5 Wrtremity, that it ſeem'd impoſſible to avoid a 
Civil War : But the diſcontented Lords, to pre- 
vent Bloodſhed, prevail'd with the Biſhop of 
London, a Prelate of an excellent Temper, to in- 
tercede with the King in their behalf, and that 
they might be reſtor'd to his Favour, The Bi- 
W ſhop per form'd this Office with his beſt Skill and 
= Zeal, and ſo wrought upon the King, that he 
8 inclin'd to a more happy Temper. But the Chan- 
cellor (Who, ſays Sir Robert, bated all Peace and 
Juſtice, by which he knew he was to have little Bene- 
fit; nor could be be probably ſafe, longer than while 
he kept his King in Danger) quickly turn'd him 
aſide from all Thoughts of Moderation and Cle- 
mency: Upon which the Biſhop told him, Tas 
not the Ser vice of his Prince that guided him, but his 


1 own 


(e 3 
Ambition; and that rather tha the 1 Lord | 
ſhould not be deſtroy d, be would involve the Nation 
in Ruin. Adding It was tafie for ſuch abjedt Spi 
Tits as bis to raiſe Its, which muſt be ended ij 
' the Deſtruction of theBraveſt. Nor was be fit i 
give Advice, who was the Chief Incendiary, and mad 
4 Party by his Condemnation. The King was 1 
angry to ſee his Favourite ſo roug hl kpandlelf 
that he commanded the Biſhop. ou? of his ſi ell 4 
The Lords finding there was no Security for then 1 
but in Reſiſtance, take Arms. The Duke of Gh * 
ceſter, the Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Nottingham} Y | 
and Derhy, rais'd Forces, and met at Haring bay. 
Park near Highgate, with ſuch a Power as ſtart- A | 
led the King and his Favourites. And now the 
" Afchbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Biſhop of =. 
/are ſent from Court to the Lords, who for Peace 
fake agree to lay their Complaints i in a dutiful 
manner before the King at Weſtminſter - But the $ 9 
- firſt oblig'd the Biſhop of Ely, whom they knew 
to bea Man of Honour, to promiſe to give them 1 
Notice, if there was any Danger deſign'd them: 
And their Jealouſie was not ill-grounded, for 
Oxford had engag'd ſome treacherous Aldermen 
of London in his Party, Men who would ſtick at 
nothing to carry their Point: Men of ſmall 
Etſtates, and profligate Lives, who had no Inte- 
reſt in the City, but as they were of the Favou- 
rites Faction, and could not preſerve it but by 
the wicked Means it was acquir d, the betraying "4 
the Liberty of their Fellow - Subjects. * 
Theſe Men laid an Ambuſh at the Alems, to 
ſieze the Lords as they came to the King; of 
which they having Intelligence from the Biſhop | 
of Ely, fail'd to come. The King wondring at 
it, ask'd the Biſhop the Reaſon; who boldly an- 


ſmer'd, The Lords durſt not truſt him and had 
fiſcoveri 


— * 
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Lor Miſcover'd the Trap laid for them? Of which the 


ng ſeem'd wholly ignorant, and order'd the 
eriffs to ſearch the Mews, and kill or ſieze all 
ey found conceal'd there. The Sheriffs obey d 
s Orders, ſearch'd, but found no Body; for 
jo' the Fact was true, the Place was miſtaken; 
r Richard Bramber, and Sir Thomas Trivet, ha- 
eg ſecretly aſſembled arm'd Men at Weſtminſter, 
d finding their Plot diſcover'd, they as ſecretly 
areyld them away again. It was thought that 
rd and Suffolk -apprebended the Action too 
ile to truſt the King with it, tho? they doubted 
ay et to get him to approve of it afterwards. Nor 
. this been an unuſual Method, ſays my Author, 
IX powerful Miniſters aud Favourites to contrige Miſ- 
ie for their Prince to approve. A-Prince that is 
IP bolly led by ſuch, and wrap d up in their deſperate 
ounſels and Intereſt, may ſcruple at a thing being 
one, that be cannot when tis effected. One is but a 
Difference in Opinion, the other is a Deſertion of bis 
m 9 arty ; be may be free in the firſt, but too much in- 
ol d to be at liberty in the latter. Whether the 
ing knew of this Treaſon or not, the Trath 
nf it was not queſtio d; and the Fraud, Re- 
venge and Cruelty, of the Earl of Oxford's Na- 
ture, made it the more credible, \ 8 
Fear be it from me to affront the Order of the 
Prieſthood; for which, when *tis not diſnonour'd 
by thoſe that are of it, no Man has a greater Re- 
verence: Yet one cannot, without erring againſt 
IF tbe truth of Hiſtory, omir obſerving, how often 
Men of that Sacred Function have dipt them- | 
| ſelves deep in the Guilt of Arbirtary. Princes. 
And at this time the Archbiſhop of York declar'd d- 
againſt all peaceful and moderate Counſels, high- 
ly exalting the Royal Power, and telling his 
Prince, That Occaſion was now offer d to [hew bim. 


1 
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(42) 
fer. a King indeed: by entting off all the Lord 
who oppos'd his Tyrannical Government. Hoy 
much honeſter was the Advice of Sir Hugh Linu 
a blunt old Cavalier, who follow'd the Court 
. The King asking him Jocularly, What was to A 
done ? Sir Hugh. ſwore, Blood and Wounds, let 
charge home, and kill every. Mother's Son, and ſo will 
ſhall make | quick diſpatch of the beſt Friends you bar 10 
in England. Which honeſt Roughneſs of this ol 
Soldier, *tis ſaid, determin'd the King more it 
mild Methods, than any grave Counſels of hig 
Biſhops. "WM 
At laſt, upon new Faith and Security, the Lora 
came to the King at Weſtminſter, but with ſo ſtrong 4 
a Guard, that they did not appear like Men who 4 | 
came to ſybmir 6 or to Petition: And they, in bis 
Preſence, challeng'd Robert, Earl of Oxford, Duke 
of Ireland, the Earl of Suffolk, the Archbiſhop oi 1 
York, and the Chief juſtice Treſilian, as Traytors. 55 
The King at that time, when his Favourites could 1 | 
not ſpeak, ſpoke like himſelf, a King; and with 
equal Temper and Reaſon ſhew'd the Lords, that 1 
if all were true they alledg'd, they had not ta- FL 
ken the proper way to ſeek for Juſtice by a ew tj 
of Rebellion, and give that Opportunity to the 
licencious Multitude, which perhaps might prove 
difficult to take again from them. Thus, after 
having gently laid before them the more proper 
Way for what they deſir'd, he rais'd them from 
their Knees, and retir'd with them. All this 1 
while Oxford and the Favourites kept out of the 'Y : 
way; apprehending, as juſtly they might, rhe Wi 
Danger of ſuch powerful and eqrag'd Enemies. 
The King entertain'd the, Lords with Wine and 
other Refreſhments, and all things were referr'd 
to the Determination of a Free: Parliament, a 


eee Choſen by the vnanimous Voice of 
| the 


A 


Hoe People, impatient for Redreſs of Grievances, 
Zinn t influenc'd by FaQtious Riots, nor a Select Ma- 
our: rey, procur'd by Favourites, which Oxford 
s 70 Mew would happen, and refolv'd not to venture 


s ol poriz'd and affected Moderation outwardly, 


pe 


a · is reported, he ſtole away in Diſguiſe, with a 
wa ow and Quiver at his Back, in the Habit of a 
ne er vant, with Five more in his Company in the 

e ame Accoutrements. Some write, that he fled 


Peyond Sea, and afterwards landed with Forces 


ay as 
r n England. Others, That he got into Cheſhire 
nnd Wales, which Parts were moſt devoted to 


ing Kichard's Intereſt, and there rais'd an Army, 
ch which, had he underſtood Fighting in the 
rield, as well as Tricking in a Court, he might 
'bave been hard enough for all his Enemies. The 
Lords hearing of his Strength, ſiez'd all the Paſ- 
ſes to London, and diſpatch'd'the Earl of Derby 
| (afterwards Henry IV.) with ſufficient Forces to 
give him Battle. The Earl having made himſelf 
Maſter of the Poſt of Radcot-Brid ge in Oxfordſhire, 

. F2 De 


— CY. © 
De Vrreis e ſtopt, and ſoon after ll \ 
Earl attack'd him at three. Places. The Earl; 
Forces were ſpirited with the Juſtice of a 
Cauſe ; the Duke's rather «'mutinous Rabble 
than a regular Army; and had not Sir Thomas 
Mullincux, Conſtable of Cheſter, and a Creature 
of the Favourites, perſwaded him that the Eat 
of Derby's Forces were not all come up, and him 7 
ſelf but a mean unexperienc'd General, Oxfori 
would have fled without Fighting: Encourag'd( 
by that deſperate Knight, he diſplay'd the King 2M 
Banner, and advanc'd in Perſon to the 4 0 1 
attempting to force it: A Battle enſu'd upon 
" this, which was of very ſhort Duration; for Or. 9 
| ford's Men, in 1mitation of their General though 
of flying more than fighting; himſelf alightingl 
off his Horſe, mounted on a. ſwifter, to ſecure] 4 
his Retreat; but finding himſelf ſurrounded by: 
the Duke of Glouceſter on one Hand, and the Earl 
of Derby on the other, he quitted bis Army, and 
took the River Vis, which he ſwam, leaving his | 
Borſe in the midſt of the Stream, and gaining 
the other ſide without it. His Soldiers 10 = | 
this, threw down their Arms, and ſubmitted :| ; 
Sir Thomas Mullineux flying, was met and Cain , 
by Sir Thomas. Mortimer, his Men were ſſarm'd i 5 
and ſent home; only the better ſort of them re- I 
main'd jn the Service of the Earl of Derby, who 
commanded that none that yielded ſhould be ill 
vs'd, either in Action or Word. For thoſe bo 1 q 
Gpht. for their Country are never Inſolent on Suc- \ 
ceſs. Men that haye an ill Cauſe, and deſpair of i 
maintaining it long, are always fond of ſhewing 
| their ſhort-liv*d Maſtery, and put it to as bad 
Uſes as they can. Some Hiſtorians place this 
Action not at Radcot-Bridge, but at Babbelake near 
Burford, the Circumſtances too are a little iy 
ut 
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Wat all agree in the Earl of Oxford's Cowardice 
a Flight, . On which my noble Author again 
s: He that was ſo bold in Counſel, ſhew'd want of 
rage when twas moſt: needful, in Action; and fied 


oma; Nn ſelf before the Fight was ſcarce begun. Among 
ature any things taken of his, in one of his Trunks - 
Ear ere found Letters from the King, Zo huſten his 
him ing to London with what Power be could make, 

or cre the King would be ready to ſhare Fortunes with 
ag n. But the time was come, that De Vere was 
ing e pay dearly for the Honours and Pleaſures of —* 
dge is former Life; and not daring to truſt himſelf, 
pon o the impotent Favour of his Maſter, he eſcap'd® 
Ox. n Diſgviſe by Night, firſt into Scotland, then 


Soto Flanders, and laſtly into France. 


What favour'd his Eſcape was, a Report that 
he was ſlain ; for his Arms, Armour and Horſe 
being taken, 'twas generally believ'd he fell in 
the Battle, or was drown'd in the River: And, 
as it often happens in ſuch Uncertainties, ſome : 
reported they ſaw him periſh, deſcribing the ver 
manner of it: The belief of it prevailing, 'twas 
vo hard matter for him to continue his Flight in 
5 Diſguiſe, as has been already mention e. 
' The Lords marching with their victorious 
Troops to London, the King thought fit to cam- 
© ply with them for the preſent, and call a Parlia- 
ment, wherein Robert, Earl of Oxford, &c. was ſum- 
mond to appear and anſwer to certain Articles 
o of High- Treaſon, exhibited againſt bim by the 
Duke of Glouceſter and other Peers. But this was 
matter of Form only; for they knew he would 
not truſt himſelf among them, accountable as he 
was for ſo many Treaſons and Crimes; ſo he was 
baniſh'd, and all his Lands Confiſcated, except 
_ thoſe, as fore-ſceing a Storm and a Day of Rec- 
| Koning, he had ſecur'd by Entail. His Baniſh- 
J)ͤũ ' 


9 . | 
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ment, Attainder, and Ontlawry, were <conflrin \ 
by AR of parliament. He now began to feel the 
Misfortunes of thoſe fal'n Favourites who roſe to 
Power, and maintain'd it by Fraud and Oppreſ- 
fron. He was univerſally neglected and deſpis d. 
In which forlorn Condition he wander'd from 
Place to Place, till at laſt he was. kill'd by a wild 
Boar, near Louvain in Flanders, where he had al 
liv'd ſome time in the laſt Poverty and Diſtreſs :} 
Eis Fall being as much unpity'd as his Riſe was 
undeſerv'd. Such was his End in the 32d Year of 
W- his Age, the 16th of King Richard, A.D. 1392. 
=_ As to his Character, tho” his Actions ſpeak it 
—_ . ſofficiently, yet [ ſhall add what Sir Robert Howar 1d 
3 ſays of it, in his Reflections ſo often quoted. 
It is a Wonder, that ſuch a Man ſhould ever get 
the Aſcendant over a Prince A Man that was pro- 
fuſe of what he could get; and got it as willingly by 
the Spoils of others, as by more juſtifiable Ways. He 
was unfit for Peace by bis turbulent Nature, and 
wanted Courage to be troubleſom in War. In Peace 
be was furious, in War calm; never quiet but when 
afraid, at all other times intemperate when he was 
not deſi ning Miſchief, bis Courage faibd bim; be 
never ſeem d good, but when neceſſity binder'd bim | 
1 being bad; he had no Fits of a Diſeaſe, bur 
d in a continu'd Leproſy. 
But we bave read of other Precedents, hom worth 
Men bave ſcru d themſelves into Princes Favours, by 
ſuch Flatteries that generous Tempers could not creep to. : 
For ill Men ſtudy the Nature of Princes, good Men / 
their Intereſt - And that which is moſt pleaſant ſooner | 
prevails, than that which is moſt uſeful. 
I ſhonld here cloſe my Hiſtory, the Scene be- 
ing ſhut with the Death of De Vere; but ry, i \ 
_ - ſpoken ſo much of De la Poole the Chancellor, | 
> ſhall alfo inſert his Character as tis given by . 
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md er: In War contemptible, in Peace inſupport- 
1 the abie: An Enemy to all Counſel of others, and 
ſe to in his own Conceit wogdroully Wiſe : Obſti- 
Tel. Bl cately Contentious: Of a quick Wit, and rea- 
is d. dy Speech; both which he abus'd to the com- 
rom mending himſelf, and craftily depraying of 
vid BW others: He was leſs lov'd, heard as much as 
bad the Duke of Ireland; the more hurtful Man, 
s: and the more hateful. © 
vas How miſerably this Man dy'd abroad too; 
of ow Treſilian and his Brother-Judges were bang'd, 
.. Wind a Crew of ill Counſellors driven from Court, 
it nay be ſeen. in our Hiſtories. Among theſe, 


* eere the Biſhops of York and Durham. Of the 
Vatter Truſſel writes; He was a Man of little 
Depth, either in Learning or Judgment; only one 
that had the Art of ſeeming, making a formal Shew _ 
of whatſoever he ſaid or did: He too exceſſively ex- 
ercis'd bis Ryot and Ambition, not able to qualifie bis 
Luſts and Deſires. The Archbiſhop of York ſeems 
to have ſo triflng a Character, that Hiſtorians 
did not think it worth mentioning *. In this 
great and good Change at Court, tis obſervable, 
1 el Fo ͤ¾ 8 that 
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3 * In al bad Reigns the City of London h ve urniſh'd 2 
the Court with ſome bold miſchievous 83 For any 


* 


made Mayor by the King, againſt the Rights and Privileges 
* of the City, being found a proper Inſtrument to act in all 
illegal and arbitrary Ways; ſacrificing the Lives and Eſtates 
of many conſiderable Men to the King's Inclinations and 
Deſigns, and omitting no Severity that could be practis d 
againſt the Freedom and Privileges of the City. One of 
the Rewards he aim'd at for his Villanies, was to be made 
Duke of Troy, the Ancient Name of London, Ac leaſt, 
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much better. 
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WWVickedneſs ; and ſuch was Sir Nicholas Bramber, © often 


. if the Fable does not Lie; but a Gallows rewarded bm 


(4899. 
| that ſeveral Ladies pes pura, and ound 
their good Behaviour: As the Lady Mopen, 
Lady Moling, the Lady Poynings, the Lady Work 
and others. And *tis highly probable, tho 
wicked Miniſters could never have ſucceeded i 
all their Deſigns, had not thoſe Ladies deen 
the Canfedera p. 
Nothing is more rematkable f in the bad Cel 
duct of this hated Miniſtry, than their favourid 
the French Intereſt, and ſetting the King again 
a War wich France it being, as Sir Robert writs 
| Not an unworthy Or vation, bow frequently - th 
French have been prevalent in England ; and alway 
in ſuch Princes Times as hade ginen ſo uch Pow 
to Miniſters and Favourites, as made them con/ade 
able enough to be corrupted. He adds, That King 
Richard relapſing ſoon into his former Male-OS 
vernment, That Intereſt and Opinion which 
French had wrought themſelves into, appear d in all 
. . Things fd are. > And the Bent 'of ſuch Kings! 
and ſuch Miniſters, cannot better be underſtood 
than by what this Prince ſwore to the Duke o 
Glouceſter, and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, w 
were for a French War, That he would more wil 
lingly rely on the Protection of France, than thus ta 
be made Servile to thoſe he ought to Command. It 
being in ſuch Reigns thought a Slavery to hears 
ken to good Counſel, and be e guided by Reaſol 
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